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We’re So Glad You’re Here  
or Plan to Visit Soon!

 If it touches tourism 
and any of our visitors, 

we are there to help 
100 percent!
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We pro� le up and coming artists 
from Carter County  pg 33-35

36 Million Development is coming
To Pike County  pg 17

Meadowgreen Music Park in Clay 
City is a Bluegrass fan’s delight  
pg 31

Swi� ’s Silver Mine, a fascinating tale 
that hints at several  likely locactions 
in the Eastern Kentucky mountains
pg 3
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Harlan’s Black Mountain 
Zipline is the Longest, 
Highest and Fastest!

In Carter Co, explore 
Tygarts Creek by kayak,
and an adjacent 13-mile 
trail and visit stop in at
Carter Caves Resort Park 

Find family friendly museums
in Beattyville, Pikeville, 
Flemingsburg, Ashland and 
more.

Great Golf Courses Too!

We’re So Glad You’re Here  
or Plan to Visit Soon!

and any of our visitors, 
we are there to help 

100 percent!
These locations send you a special These locations send you a special 

invitation to spend time with them in invitation to spend time with them in 
20252025

                 Here in Eastern Kentucky, we are as friendly and 
hospitable as any region!
                 We have diverse cities and counties within our 
borders, and yet the similaries are unmistakeable.
                 All through the Eastern Kentucky area we serve 
you’ll enjoy a tourist-friendly atmosphere everywhere you
go.  New trails are being built and knit together to satify 
hikers, ATV riders, and more.
                  Scenic beauty here is unrivaled. � ere are sev-
eral mountaintop overlooks with unique panoramic sights 
you’ll always remember.
                  � e Country Music Highway portion of our 
East Kentucky stopover boats of great talent, past and 
present.
                   From Chris Stapleton, Tyler Childers, Sturgill 
Simpson in recent times, all the way back to Superstars like 
Tom T. Hall, Loretta Lynn, Dwight Yoakam, Patty Loveless,
Ricky Skaggs, � e Judds, Billy Ray Cyrus, Keith Whitley 
and similar others, this part of Kentucky is especially ripe 
with musical talent, singers, and songwriters.
                    So we welcome you to a grand experience!

NEW WELCOME
CENTER  OPENS FOR 
HAZARD-PERRY CO. 
TOURISM  pg. 21

MT. PARKWAY FOUR 
LANE EXTENSION 
IS PROGRESSING pg. 22

WORLD CLASS BIKERS
ARE COMING pg 3 

NEW TRAILS ENJOYED
IN PIKE COUNTY pg. 24
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A Panorama Now
Awaits Travelers 
On East US 460

There’s a great new bridge in east Pike County-its something to see! More on our roads on Pg. 22
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   The Perry County Fiscal Court  is joining with the 
Appalachian Horse Project from Knott County,
to provide a stable space for free roaming horses.
   A Perry County farm,  Miniard Farms will make 
available approximatelhy 80 acres to sustain the free
roaming horses connected with the non-profit Appa-
lachian Horse Project.
   The safe haven plan for assist these wild horses 
will open this Spring.
   Various counties in Eastern Kentucky have wres-
tled with the issue of wild, free roaming horses.
  Bernice Amburgey,  a spokesperson for the Appa-
lachian Horse Project stated that horses are a part of 
our region’s heritage.

   “They need attention because of weight issues, 
injuries, health issues, or they are getting out on the 
public roads.” 
   Scott Alexandeer, Perry County Judge-executive, 
feels the horse center will add to the tourist attrac-
tions.
   “Now with the horse center, after a couple of days 
at the nearby Off Road Park, visitors can also come 
and see the horses and the programs that are going 
on.
   Plans are also underway to convert a house on 
the property into an Air BNB site. It will provide 
a great place for tourists to stay right on the horse 
center’s property.

WILD HORSES AND THEIR CHALLENGES  
WILL SOON GET MUCH NEEDED HELP
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Our Tourism HotHot Spots!
for every season, for every reason, these destinations invite you for a stopover!

Paintsville pg 8,9,10  Floyd Co pg 14,15  Maysville pg 24  Greenp Co pg 11  Carter Co pg 29
Grayson back cover  Harlan pg 23  Stonecrest Golf  pg 5  Williamsburg pg 25 London  pg 28        
Knott Co pg 18  Pikeville pg 30  Hazard pg 21  Letcher Co pg 3  Red River Gorge pgs 16, 17  
Wolfe Co pg 12  Powell Co pg 7 Lee Co pg 13 Double Kwik Stores pg 4 Ky State Parks  26,27
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RED RIVER GORGE
plan your adventure today!

RED RIVER GORGE VISITOR CENTER AT SLADE
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RED RIVER GORGEOUS CABIN RENTALS

MEADOWGREEN APPALACHIAN MUSIC PARK

Come for the music,
stay for the views.

GOPOCO.ORG

RED RIVER GORGE

MEADOWGREEN APPALACHIAN MUSIC PARK

Come fofof r ththt e music,
stayaya fofof r ththt e views.
RED RIVER GORGE

RED RIVER GORGE
plalal nana yoyoy uouo ruru adada vdvd evev nene tntn utut ruru erer totot dodo adad yaya !
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                    FACEBOOK.COM/PAINTSVILLEADVENTURES

                               1-800-542-5792
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Great Gorge Getaways await! Plan your vacation with the 
friendliest folks who’ll support you from planning to check-out. 

We’ve got something to suit every taste and budget.

Host your Event in 
the Red River Gorge

Lodging

Shopping

Activities

Dining

The Red River Gorge is an idyllic spot for 
weddings, corporate retreats, and all 
kinds of group getaways.

Accommodations for every budget conveniently located in the 
heart of Kentucky’s top getaway destination.

From supplies, apparel, treats, and gifts, you’ll never need to worry 
about leaving anything at home or finding that special something.

Soaring adventure, jaw-dropping beauty, and unexpected finds in 
the heart of Red River Gorge.

Snacks, ice cream treats, or hearty after-hike meals, we’ve got 
something for every appetite!

RedRiverGorgeVacations.com

Weddings Corporate Events Reunions, Retreats & More
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Start your legendary journey 
at VisitMaysville.com

ExplorE MaysvillE’s 
lEgEndary charactEr
Nestled along the scenic Ohio River, Maysville, 

Kentucky is one of  Country Living’s 2025 Best 

Small Towns in America. Rich in history—from 

bourbon’s earliest beginnings at Old Pogue Distillery to 

connections with Daniel Boone and Simon Kenton—this 

charming town boasts stunning historic architecture, vibrant 

arts, and the world’s largest private miniature collection. 

Whether catching a show at the historic Washington 

Opera House, dining riverside, or exploring outdoor 

adventures, Maysville offers the perfect weekend escape 

filled with genuine Southern hospitality.

maysville-portrait-ad-2025.indd   1maysville-portrait-ad-2025.indd   1 3/28/25   1:51 PM3/28/25   1:51 PM

19





 READ MORE ON PAGE 30
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The historic McConnell House is located next to US 23  
at the end of the Industrial Parkway in Greenup County. 

 A new road project in the Big Sandy Region will 
complete the Mountain Parkway link to near Win-
chester eastward to Prestonsburg. The construction 
of the last 14 miles is barely underway, but when
complete, the four-lane highway will provide vastly 
improved travel convenience between the Clark 
County and Floyd County starting points.
   The Project Manager for the Kentucky Transpor-
tation Deparment Aric Skaggs observed that
early preparations that are ongoing are not  
especially visible right now.
   The route of the new road crossing the east side 
of Salyersviulle and Magoffin County is being
largely rerouted away from the existing path of Ky. 
114.
   Special drainage installations are underway,  
along with major excavations along the mountains
and valleys along the way.
   Skaggs also said a specially designed concrete  
pipe has been installed in the Short Fork area.

This Bridge Is The Highest 
  A new sign is going up along US 460 in eastern 
Pike County,  It marks the location of the Harrell 

Caudill Memorial Bridge. This is Kentucky’s tallest 
bridge at an overall height of 334 feet above the  
surrounding terrain.
   Kentucky Transportation officials are inviting 
everyone to take a super scenic drive across this 
concrete wonder as we all celebrate the arrival of 
nice weather during springtime.
   The exceptional new bridge is another example of 
the continuing efforts from state transportation to 
better connect the communities of Eastern Kentucky.

Transportation Improvements Are Underway 

   Another Big Sandy road improvement project 
has been discussed extensively in early April as 
the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet hosted two 
public hearings about the way to proceed with a 
list of improvements of the 18-mile length of road 
between Paintsville and Salyersville. This stretch of 
highway, mostly two lane with 
passing lanes on the hills, has racked up a higher 
incidence of accidents than the statewide average. 

                more on page 24

New Construction Has 
Begun on the Mt. Parkway
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MountainMemories! Wish you
were here!

P: 606.573.4495 E: HARLANTOURISM@GMAIL.COM

Portal 31 Mine TourWe went underground!

Black Mountain Offroad Park!

Black Mounta
in Thunder Zi

pline!

So fun!

ELCOME TO HARLAN COUNTY! WHERE THEWADVENTURE BEGINS! IN HARLAN COUNTY
YOU CAN LITERALLY SEE KENTUCKY FROM

TOP TO BOTTOM. VISIT THE HIGHEST PEAK IN KY
AT BLACK MOUNTAIN OR GO UNDERGROUND ON AN
ANIMATRONIC MINE TOUR AT PORTAL 31. VISIT

KENTUCKY'S HIGHEST, FASTEST, AND
LONGEST ZIP LINE AT BLACK MOUNTAIN
THUNDER OR GO OFFROAD AND CLIMB
MOUNTAINS AT BLACK MOUNTAIN OFFROAD

ADVENTURE PARK. WHILE
YOU'RE HERE BE SURE TO VISIT
OUR NEWEST DOWNTOWN
ATTRACTION IN HARLAN COUNTY
AT THE HARLAN COUNTY BEER COMPANY.
WHETHER YOUR ADVENTURE INVOLVES
THRILLSEEKING OR JUST SEEKING TO
RECONNECT WITH THE MOUNTAINS, HARLAN
HAS MOUNTAIN MEMORIES WAITING FOR YOU.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CALL
AND START PLANNING YOUR

ADVENTURE IN HARLAN
COUNTY TODAY!

JUNE 5TH-7TH
FREE ADMISSION- FREE CONCERTS - FAMILY FUNFREE ADMISSION- FREE CONCERTS - FAMILY FUN COME ON DOWN TO HARLAN, KY THE 1ST FULL

WEEKEND OF JUNE. FOR THE POKE SALLET
FESTIVAL! YOU'LL FIND LIVE MUSIC, CAR SHOW,
FOOD, VENDORS, A PET SHOW, A 5K, MISS HARLAN
COUNTY PAGEANT,  A CARNIVAL, NATIONALLY
TOURING ACTS, & SO MUCH MORE! VISIT
POKESALLETFESTIVAL.COM FOR MORE INFO.

P: 606.573.4495 E: HARLANTOURISM@GMAIL.COM
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THUNDER OR GO OFFROAD AND CLIMB
MOUNTAINS AT BLACK MOUNTAIN OFFROAD
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YOU'RE HERE BE SURE TO VISIT
OUR NEWEST DOWNTOWN
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RECONNECT WITH THE MOUNTAINS, HARLAN
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 THE HARLAN COUNTY BEER COMPANY.

HARLANRECONNECT WITH THE MOUNTAINS, 
HAS MOUNTAIN MEMORIES  MOUNTAIN MEMORIES WAITING FOR YOU.WAITING FOR YOU.So fun! WAITING FOR YOU.WAITING FOR YOU.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CALL
AND START PLANNING YOUR

ADVENTURE IN HARLAN
COUNTY TODAY!
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Mountain Portal 31 Mine TourWe went underground!Wish you

were here!were here!
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were here!
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WEEKEND OF JUNE. FOR THE POKE SALLET
FESTIVAL! YOU'LL FIND LIVE MUSIC, CAR SHOW,
FOOD, VENDORS, A PET SHOW, A 5K, MISS HARLAN
COUNTY PAGEANT,  COUNTY PAGEANT,  COUNTY PAGEANT, A CARNIVAL, NATIONALLY
TOURING ACTS, & SO MUCH MORE! VISIT
POKESALLETFESTIVAL.COM FOR MORE INFO.



24

 A New Trail System Adds To The
 Growing Number of Attractions

   The Hillbilly Trail is 
found 20 miles south of 
Pikeville, and is conve-
niently located near US 
23.
    Speaking about the 
vehicles yo can see on 
this thoroughfare is 
Mike MCCoy with Team 
McCoy Motorsports. 

  “Folks are happily rid-
ing along in upper ech-
elon side by sides worth 
$20,000 to $40,000” he 
explained.
      These ATVs often 
are equipped with extra 

features such as power 
windows, a flip wind-
shield,
a fully enclosed cabin, 
and they have heat and 
air conditioning. 
   Jerry Adkins is the 
direcrtor. He says people 
are coming from all 

over the United States, 

 Canada,and Mexico.
    He observed that the 
Flatwoods Trail Head is 
their favorite attraction, 
with 100 miles of trails 
covering 6,000 acres.
   This section of trail 
is entering the 3rd year, 
and plans to build a sec-
ond trail on the opposite 
side of Pike County is 

are in the plans for the 
near future.
   Riders can enjoy 
overlooks, scenic moun-
taintop panoramas , rock 
formations, and thrilling
trail routes. 
   Adkins says the pres-
ence of the trail has led 
to an uptick in entrepre-
neurial ventures by local 
citizens who have cre-
ated 20 lodging facil-
ities.  Air BNBs have 
flourished along the trail 
in particular.  One new 
campground has recent-
ly opened .Two more 
are under construction. 
There have been new 
ATV parts and repair 
shops opening, too. 

At left you can 
see another treat  
for outdoorsmen
(and ladies) in 
our part of the 
state.  
These stately elk 
were found early 
one morning near 
the mountain top.

   Two alternatives were 
explained at the meeting, 
one reroutes a few lanes 
and creates new turning
lanes without widening 
the overall original width 
of the road. The second 
approach calls for some
widening and  total  creation  

 of new turn lanes and 
passing zones. 
    The public meetings 
were held during the first 
week of April at the John-
son Central High School 
in Paintsville and at the 
Magoffin County High 
School in Salyersville.

Roads from page 22.....

See fresh updates 
at www.country

music highway.com
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PAINTSVILLE LAKE STATE PARKPAINTSVILLE LAKE STATE PARK is the perfect camping  is the perfect camping 
escape, located just two miles from the Country Music escape, located just two miles from the Country Music 
Highway Museum. Rent a kayak and slip into the lake’s Highway Museum. Rent a kayak and slip into the lake’s 
sparkling waters from our ADA compliant launch.sparkling waters from our ADA compliant launch.

YATESVILLE LAKE STATE PARKYATESVILLE LAKE STATE PARK offers the  offers the 
ideal spot for both leisure and challenge. ideal spot for both leisure and challenge. 
Relax at a campsite in the high scenic hills Relax at a campsite in the high scenic hills 
of eastern Kentucky, or tee off on an 18-hole of eastern Kentucky, or tee off on an 18-hole 
championship golf course.championship golf course.
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Adventure’s Beginning!Adventure’s Beginning!

Avid Cyclists Will Pedal
� rough Jenny Wiley Park

29

Hiking bridge near Letcher County’s Bad Branch

Scenic overlooks are scattered around our region.

Olympic USA quali� ers will participate in races in 
Eastern Kentucky.    
   � e Kentucky Road Racing series is Kentucky’s 
USA cycling sanctioned race series. A Redbud Ride 
was held in London on April 18  featuring four 
routes of di� erent distances.
    Racers chose to compete in 24, 34, 72 and 100-
mile events.
   When this summer hits, cyclists will be making 
their way to Prestonsburg. 
    Nikki and Don Fields have pledged their assis-
tance to help make sure the event is a success and 
goes o�  without a hitch. 
    � e USA cycling event for Prestonsburg features a 
racing route that  is a 17-mile loop. It goes through
downtown Prestonsburg, and then it comes back 
around and passes through Jenny Wiley State Park. 



from page 21 
skiing, beach time, fish-
ing, tennis, hiking trails, 
picnicking, horseshoes, 
and more. Overnight 
guests can enjoy the 
Lodge, Cabins, or Buck-
horn Trailhead Camp-
ground. The Lodge staff 
at the Bowlingtown 
Kitchen dining room 
serves a wide variety of 
Kentucky dishes. 
   Buckhorn Log Ca-
thedral, located in the 
Buckhorn community, 
is a native white oak 
structure, listed on the 
National Register of 
Historic Places. Here, 
you will find an original 
Hook and Hastings Pipe 
Organ.  
   The Black Gold 
Festival is a three-day 
event held the third full 
weekend of September, 
on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday. Food, craft, 
and commercial ven-
dors line Main Street 
with a wide variety of 
offerings. Music is a big 
part of the festival with 
a headliner on Saturday 
night. All the music is 
free, making it a great 
family event. Come 
once and you’ll want to 
come back! 
   Check our website 
for a detailed listing of 
annual events: Appala

chian Artisan Festival - 
The Art Station – Main
Street-First Saturday
of May On the Rail The 
Rail Show - Perry Coun-
ty Saddle Club - Perry 
County Park Horse Ring 
- May 30, 6:00 pm The 
Perry County Fair - June 
11,12-,3 Perry County 
Park.  
   Summer in the Park 
– Bobby Davis Muse-
um – June TBA 4th of 
July Fireworks & Fish 
Fry - Main Street – July 
TBA North Fork Music 
Fest – July TBA Five 
Alarm Festival – July 
TBA Miss/Mister Black 
Gold Festival & Miss/
Mister Perry County - 
Hal Rogers Forum TBA 
Black Gold Festival 
– Main Street - Sep-
tember 17, 18,19 Black 
Gold Festival’s Black 
Diamond Street Rod 
Show – September 19 
Octoberfest Music Fes-
tival – Main Street-TBA 
Leatherwood Off Road 
Park-Ultra4 Nation-
als-Cornettsville-Octo-
ber 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 
Battle of Leatherwood 
- Cornettsville - October 
23,24,25 Pink Weekend - 
Nov. 20, 21 Christmas in 
a Small Town - Decem-
ber 10,11,12. 
   Follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram!

Hazard Is On The Move
Visit There and Find Out

How much coffee is consumed daily in our 
world?  HOW ABOUT 2 B ILLION CUPS?!!
       There are a lot of reasons to indulge in a 
super cup of coffee, such as strong espressos to 
iced coffees, regular cups  of java,or join the 
surging popularity of iced coffee.
       Eastern Kentucky has no shortage of gour-
met coffee choices, especially with a newly 
formed consortium of like-minded coffee mer-
chants.
       These shops and their locations are listed 
below:, although there are consideably more 
throughout the region.
Herman’s Brew-Main Street in Beattyville in 
Lee County
Gypsy Grind Coffee near the Red River Gorge 
in Stanton in Powell County.
Daniel Boone Coffee Shop located in the middle 
of the Red  River Gorge in Powell County.
Hazard Coffee Co. Main St. in Hazard (Perry 
Co)
Let Freedom Ring Coffee Main St. Sandy Hook
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We’d Like To Introduce You To 
The Country Music Highway 

Where Our Stars Keep Shining
Chris Stapleton-He has won 11 Grammys, honored 

with 19 CMA awards, and 21 ACM trophies.

Tyler Childers has been known for biting country, 
bluegrass and folk, and earned his � rst Grammy.

Great performers like Loretta Lynn, Dwight Yoakam, Tom T. Hall, 
Keith Whitley, Ricky Skaggs, Patty Loveless, Billy Ray Cyrus, Gary 
Stewart, Hylo Brown, and songwriters like Josh Osborne from Pike 
Co. and Lawrence County’s Larry Cordle are all examples of why 
the Kentcky Legislature decreed the US highway 23 region should 
hera� er be known as the Country Music Highway.

Expect many other future stars are working right now to claim the 
spotlight in the near future!

A REVERED TOURIST ATTRACTION, LORETTA’S HOMEPLACE




