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We’re So Glad You’re Here  
or Plan to Visit Soon!

 If it touches tourism 
and any of our visitors, 

we are there to help 
100 percent!

 AN INSIDE 

 LOOK AT 

 THIS ISSUE...
         Publisher            Dan Lyons

We pro� le up and coming artists 
from Carter County  pg 33-35

36 Million Development is coming
To Pike County  pg 17

Meadowgreen Music Park in Clay 
City is a Bluegrass fan’s delight  
pg 31

Swi� ’s Silver Mine, a fascinating tale 
that hints at several  likely locactions 
in the Eastern Kentucky mountains
pg 3
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JLC MEDIA
609 Washington Ave.

Paintsville, Ky. 
41240

606-793-7493

countrymusichighway.
com

Facebook.com/
CountryMusicHighway

cmhtravelguide@gmail.

Enjoy our majestic, panoramic
nationally renowned 

“Grand Canyon Of The South”

ENJOY CAMPING ROCK 
CLIMBING, HORSEBACK 

RIDING, HIKING, FISHING 
AND BIRDWATCHING. 
OUTDOOR FUN AND 

ADVENTURE IS ALL AROUND 
AT THE BREAKS

  Up in the mountains of Virginia and Up in the mountains of Virginia and 
Kentucky is where history, heritage, Kentucky is where history, heritage, 

and warm hearts welcome. you!and warm hearts welcome. you!

Come enjoy the 2024 Tri-State Gospel Come enjoy the 2024 Tri-State Gospel 
Sing Saturday, August 31, Sunday, Sing Saturday, August 31, Sunday, 
September 1 at 9:00 a.m. thru 8:00 September 1 at 9:00 a.m. thru 8:00 
p.m and Monday, September 2 from p.m and Monday, September 2 from 

8:00 a.m thru 5:00 p.m. at the 8:00 a.m thru 5:00 p.m. at the 
amphitheater on Labor Day Weekend!amphitheater on Labor Day Weekend!

We present old-time traditional We present old-time traditional 
bluegrass programs monthlybluegrass programs monthly

SWIFT SILVER MINE
WHO KNOWS ITS 
HIDING PLACE?
NOBODY IN OVER TWO CENTURIES
“Don’t stop looking for her boys, it’s 
the richest thing I ever saw”, said 
Jonathan Swift near his death.

Swi�  kept a journal and drew a map to the site’s 
location. He said its near a “peculiar rock”. One of 
four states may be hiding the exact site, if real at all.
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 � e popular phrase, “the stu�  legends are made of ” 
� ts the 17th century story behind the fabled Swi�  
Silver mine.
     A man named Jonathan Swi�  is believed to have 
established a major silver mining operation some-
where in the densely wooded area of Eastern Ken-
tucky around in 1760-1768,
     Some doubt this story is anything but legend and 
folklore. Swi�  is believed to have murdered at least 
six companions in an e� ort to keep all the riches for 
himself, yet a� er leaving the site of his hidden silver 

continue to Page 19
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                    FACEBOOK.COM/PAINTSVILLEADVENTURES

                               1-800-542-5792
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www.visitleecountyky.com
Check out what Beattyville/Lee County has to offer! 
Located 20 miles South of Mountain Parkway Exit 33. 
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DISCOVER EVEntS anD MORE at VISItMaYSVILLE.COM

Maysville, Kentucky is the perfect getaway for families, 
couples and friends interested in history, charm and 
entertainment. Whether you’re catching a show at the 
Washington Opera House, dinner on the river, or simply 
enjoying one of  our many outdoor festivals, you will be 
greeted with smiles and hospitality everywhere you go.
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Our fabled, historic Mother Goose,Our fabled, historic Mother Goose,
built as a restaurant in the late 30sbuilt as a restaurant in the late 30s..

    Buckhorn Lake State Resort Park covers 856Buckhorn Lake State Resort Park covers 856
    acres, a major acres, a major attractionattraction in Perry County. in Perry County.

We have over 7 miles of trails We have over 7 miles of trails 
to explore at Perry Co. Park.to explore at Perry Co. Park.

County. It can be found on theCounty. It can be found on the  
National Register of Historic National Register of Historic 
Places. Inside this unique old Places. Inside this unique old 
church youchurch you can take a close  can take a close 
look at a look at a fascinating fascinating old pipe old pipe 
organ, that was one of the organ, that was one of the 
first to be brought and set up first to be brought and set up 
iin the mountains of Eastern n the mountains of Eastern 
KentuKentucky., Eperiene thecky., Eperiene the rich  rich 
history of this beautiful log history of this beautiful log 
cathedral cathedral 

LEATHERWOOD LEATHERWOOD 
OFF ROAD PARKOFF ROAD PARK

Everyone will enjoy the historic scenes depicted in thisEveryone will enjoy the historic scenes depicted in this  
downtown mural.downtown mural.

We Offer Adventure, Scenery, We Offer Adventure, Scenery, 
History and a Warm WelcomeHistory and a Warm Welcome

You’re Invited To These Annual EventsYou’re Invited To These Annual Events
Black Gold Festival  September 19 thru 21       Black Gold Festival  September 19 thru 21       

 Perry Co. Fair- mid-June    Perry Co. Fair- mid-June   
July 4th Fireworks    July 4th Fireworks    

Civil War Re-enactment Battle of LeatherwoodCivil War Re-enactment Battle of Leatherwood
Christmas In A Small Town  Christmas In A Small Town  

The Buckhorn Log Cathedral--The Buckhorn Log Cathedral--For over 100 years, For over 100 years, 
this majestic old church hathis majestic old church has been a fixture for Perrys been a fixture for Perry
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New Pike County Project Is Worth 36 Million, 
Seen As A Major Tourism Boost For The Region 

Ambitious plans are in the works for Pike County 
as the Brothers Wright Distilling Company will 
incorporate a 1200 acre former coal mine and an 
underground bourbon storage and aging center.

� e new 12,000 square foot distillery will sit on a 
20-acre tract of land near the Tug Fork River in 
the community of A� ex  beside the border between 
Kentucky and West Virginia.     MORE ON PG.  34

18

fortune, he lost his eyesight. He couldn’t ever locate 
his treasure therea� er.
     Without a network of modern roads, GPS 
satellite imaging, or similar ways of preserving the 
exact location of this famous silver mine, and Mr. 
Swift’s blindness onset, it has become a sport for 
treasure hunters. But, with nothing to show for all 
the searches.
     An army of historians, treasure seekers, and 
folks who like to try their hand at solving lingering 
mysteries have narrowed down the supposed site 
of this legendary mine to eastern Kentucky, south-
ern West Virginia, southwestern Virginia, and 
northeast Tennessee.
     � e legend of Swi� 's silver mine is based on 
accounts given in Englishman named Jonathan 
Swift’s written records captured in his personal 
journal. 

SWIFT’S LOST SILVER MINE
                continued from page  3
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Great Gorge Getaways await! Plan your vacation with the 
friendliest folks who’ll support you from planning to check-out. 

We’ve got something to suit every taste and budget.

Host your Event in 
the Red River Gorge

Lodging

Shopping

Activities

Dining

The Red River Gorge is an idyllic spot for 
weddings, corporate retreats, and all 
kinds of group getaways.

Accommodations for every budget conveniently located in the 
heart of Kentucky’s top getaway destination.

From supplies, apparel, treats, and gifts, you’ll never need to worry 
about leaving anything at home or finding that special something.

Soaring adventure, jaw-dropping beauty, and unexpected finds in 
the heart of Red River Gorge.

Snacks, ice cream treats, or hearty after-hike meals, we’ve got 
something for every appetite!

RedRiverGorgeVacations.com

Weddings Corporate Events Reunions, Retreats & More
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Cabins For Every Budget & Group Size

Modern Styling & Exceptional Comfort

Canoe & Kayak Rentals

Gifts & Supplies For The Perfect Gorge Visit Authentic Mexican Cuisine

Kayak, Canoe, SUP Tours Through The Gorge Grotto

Comfortable Camping With Stunning Views Stay Near Premier Climbing Areas

Local Artists, Crystals & Uncommon Gifts

Challenge Yourself With Our Mini Golf Course

Relax in Clean & Cozy Comfort

Guided UTV Rentals & Off-Road Jeep Tours

Enjoy Sweets & Supplies While In The Gorge

Soar Over The Gorge On 5 Thrilling Ziplines

The Perfect Destination For Groups & Weddings
RedRiverGorgeCabinRentals.com

3RiversInn.com

RedRiverAdventure.net

GiftShopAtRedRiverGorge.com LaCabanaOfSlade.com

GorgeUnderground.com

NaturalBridge.camp ReLodeCampground.com

EarthShopAtRedRiverGorge.com

ThrillsvilleAdventureGolf.com

RedRiverGorgeInn.com

RedRiverGorgeOffRoading.com

RedRiverGorgeGeneralStore.com

RedRiverGorgeZipline.com

CliffviewResort.com
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superb dining, 
full patio, bar, 
sports lounge,
live music,
vast menu,
and a warm, 
friendly service 

Floyd County native 
Carl Jarrell has enjoyed 
success in his two favor-
ite career choices, radio 
and records.
    Jarrell, who is better 
known as CJ the DJ 
in the broadcasting 
and music industry, 
grew up in Slick Rock 
just a few miles south 
of Prestonsburg. His 
grandparents dwelled 
in Tram, a former min-
ing village just o�  US 23.
     Once he worked  
at the biggest radio 
station in Detroit, but 
came back to Eastern 

Kentucky to look a� er  
family members who 
had developed health 
issues.
     Soon he connected with 
Melvin Goins, a legend-
ary Bluegrass entertain-
er and began to work 

with him on a weekly 
program distribut-
ed to various stations 
in Eastern Kentucky.
      When Goins passed 
away at 82 while on tour 
in Canada, C. J. stepped 
in to continue his popu-
lar shows.on area radio 
stations.
    C. J. the D. J. was 

a name given to Carl 
Jarrell by Loretta Lynn 
upon when he met her 
for the � rst time.
He has been actively 
recording and produc-
ing records and CD for 
more than a decade.
He is currently a�  liated 
with 9 Lives Records, a 
division of Sony Music.

From Radio to Records
C. J. the D. J. Is A Talented Ambassador For Bluegrass and Country

SWIFT SILVER MINE ....from page 19
fortune, he lost his 
eyesight. He couldn’t 
ever locate his 
treasure therea� er.
     Without a network 
of modern roads, GPS 

satellite imaging, or 
similar ways of preserv-
ing the exact loca� on 
of this famous silver 
mine, and Mr. Swi� ’s 

In a familiar place, CJ
the DJ in the studio

THETHE

BRICK HOUSEBRICK HOUSE 

358 S. CENTRAL AVE      PRESTONSBURG, KY.
606-886-0909

con� nued on page 38
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coupon and 
save  
10 %
 exp. 10-1-24  



Not many small towns boast one of the 
World’s most advanced planetariums, a 
state park, national battlefield, roaming elk, 
premiere performance venues, and musical 
legends. Yet, welcome to Prestonsburg. 
From moonshine to music and memory 
making mountains, go ahead and let yourself 
say yes to adventure.say yes to adventure.

Mountain Explorations

Fishing Getaways

Elk Tours

ADVENTURE
APPALACHIAN

visitwolfecounty.com

Wolfe Lake                WOLFE  LAKE             WOLFE  LAKE 

      UNDERGROUND  KAYAKING

        SKY  BRIDGESKY  BRIDGE

SWIFT SILVER MINE  FESTIVAL
           LABOR DAY   GRASS AND ROOTS FESTIVALGRASS AND ROOTS FESTIVAL

     OCTOBER      OCTOBER   

 You’ve Found it!   The Place To Be!!  You’ve Found it!   The Place To Be!!  
Wolfe CountyWolfe County
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 Good Times Are Waiting!Good Times Are Waiting!
    CARTER CAVES STATE RESORT PARKCARTER CAVES STATE RESORT PARK

We HaveWe Have  Year-round cave tours  Year-round cave tours  
28-room lodge,  restaurant, 12 cottages, 28-room lodge,  restaurant, 12 cottages, 

89 campsites,  hiking, campground89 campsites,  hiking, campground
boat ramp, canoe trips, fi shing, boat ramp, canoe trips, fi shing, 

horseback riding, swimming (pools), tennis,horseback riding, swimming (pools), tennis,
 picnicking, miniature golf course picnicking, miniature golf course

GRAYSON LAKE STATE PARK GRAYSON LAKE STATE PARK 
1500 acres of fun on the water!                 Boat ramp, marina access,1500 acres of fun on the water!                 Boat ramp, marina access,

picnicking, hiking trails                                  fi shing, swimmingpicnicking, hiking trails                                  fi shing, swimming
18-hole championship golf course 18-hole championship golf course 
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Clay City Venue is busy doing
Bluegrass right, fans love it!

      The Meadow-
green building is locat-
ed off  Exit 16 of the 
Mountain Parkway 
a distance of 1.5 
miles. This music the-
atre seats 300 fans in 
a 4000 sq. � . building. 
       It started with a 
couple that owned a 
100-acre farm in Clay 
City. Forest and Be� y 
Meadows started with 
outdoor shows during 
a special fes� val start-
ing in 1974.
       In 1984, Melvin 
Goins, a Bluegrass 
icon, fi rst began to 
perform there. Things 
just gradually grew 
from there.
       The present build-
ing was built in 1986.
       Now, Ricky Wasson 
owns the property, and 
is planning to keep the 
growth and expansion 
underway. 
       Meadowgreen has  

Major Bluegrass stars and groups have played in 
Clay City, Ky. at a venue called Meadowgreen Music 
Park. The connection between the venue and fans 
has been ongoing since 1974.

a board of directors 
made up from nine 
community members, 
and has built a Mead-
owgreen Appalachian 
Music Park Club that 
has over 90 members.
       Their website is 
meadowgreenmu-
sicpark.com.
       A group known 
as Kentucky Friends 
of Bluegrass began 
construc� ng the build-
ing in 1986 for the 
sole purpose of doing 
Bluegrass shows.  It 
has aff orded a place 
for shows in the late 
fall, winter, and ear-
ly spring that wasn’t 
available before. 
       Ricky Wasson said 
a full schedule of lead-
ing acts have played 
there, and are com-
ing back soon as the 
2024 season unfolds.
       So far Bill Mon-

31

More on Pg 36

C J the DJ, A Singer Everyone  C J the DJ, A Singer Everyone  
Loves, in Country or Bluegrass Loves, in Country or Bluegrass 

smooth, deep voice to many excellent songs.
He is the host of the Melvin Goins Bluegrass 
Show on 100.1 WMDJ in Martin, Ky. 10-11 a.m. 
every Saturday. www.wmdjfm.com.

This is an artist every-
one needs to discover.
He has made many 
friends in the music in-
dustry. His radio name 
was given by Loretta 
Lynn. 
After 30 years in radio, 
he always applies his 



MountainMemories! Wish you
were here!

P: 606.573.4495 E: HARLANTOURISM@GMAIL.COM 

Portal 31 Mine TourWe went underground!

Black Mountain Offroad Park!

Black Mounta
in Thunder Zi

pline!

So fun!

ELCOME TO HARLAN COUNTY! WHERE THE WADVENTURE BEGINS! IN HARLAN COUNTY 
YOU CAN LITERALLY SEE KENTUCKY FROM

TOP TO BOTTOM. VISIT THE HIGHEST PEAK IN KY
AT BLACK MOUNTAIN OR GO UNDERGROUND ON AN
ANIMATRONIC MINE TOUR AT PORTAL 31. VISIT

KENTUCKY'S HIGHEST, FASTEST, AND
LONGEST ZIP LINE AT BLACK MOUNTAIN
THUNDER OR GO OFFROAD AND CLIMB
MOUNTAINS AT BLACK MOUNTAIN OFFROAD

ADVENTURE PARK. WHILE
YOU'RE HERE BE SURE TO VISIT
OUR NEWEST DOWNTOWN
ATTRACTION IN HARLAN COUNTY
AT THE HARLAN COUNTY BEER COMPANY.
WHETHER YOUR ADVENTURE INVOLVES
THRILLSEEKING OR JUST SEEKING TO
RECONNECT WITH THE MOUNTAINS, HARLAN
HAS MOUNTAIN MEMORIES WAITING FOR YOU.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CALL
AND START PLANNING YOUR

ADVENTURE IN HARLAN
COUNTY TODAY!

MAY 30-JUNE 1STMAY 30-JUNE 1ST
FREE ADMISSION- FREE CONCERTS - FAMILY FUNFREE ADMISSION- FREE CONCERTS - FAMILY FUN COME ON DOWN TO HARLAN, KY THE 1ST FULL

WEEKEND OF JUNE. FOR THE POKE SALLET
FESTIVAL! YOU'LL FIND LIVE MUSIC, CAR SHOW,
FOOD, VENDORS, A PET SHOW, A 5K, MISS HARLAN
COUNTY PAGEANT,  A CARNIVAL, NATIONALLY
TOURING ACTS, & SO MUCH MORE! VISIT
POKESALLETFESTIVAL.COM FOR MORE INFO.

Following in the 
footsteps of a
great Carter 
County Talent

We recognize below 
and on the following 
pages, 3 dedicated 
performers.

Corey Hedge of Olive Hill was 
a 16-year-old student at West Carter High 
School when he was accepted onto the fabled 
American Idol 21st season television show.
   Now as a Senior at West Carter, he credits 
his Mom, Missy Hedges,  with giving him 
the strong encouragement he needed to step 
forward and perform.
   To be on the show, you have to sign up 
online and do a zoom call.
   “So, Mom told me one morning that I had a 
zoom call that afternoon with American Idol,” 
he recalled.

“They told me they would let us know if I 
was going to make it onto the show.
   Curiously, Hedge says that no one in his 
family plays music.
   “We rode horses a lot, and there was one 
man who brought a guitar and would play it 
around the campfi re,” Hedge explained. This
was what ignited an interest in him for singing 
and music.
He was scheduled for a second zoom call 
shortly after the fi rst one, and that very next 
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Since he was 15 
years old, Shelby 
Lore, at left, has 
played in several 
bands, and current-
ly focuses on what he 
calls “Appalachian Rock”.
     Today his band fea-
tures Shelby on guitar 

and lead vocals. � ere’s 
another Carter County 
native in the band, and 
that is bass player Tyler 
Kiser. On drums, it is 
Luke Estep from the El-
liott County community 
of Sandy Hook.  Sandy 
Hook is the home of 

the late Keith Whitley.
     � e band had just 
completed a tour in 
North Carolina in late 
March.
     � ey have a lot of 
original music since 
2020, and Lore says 
the place they are at 

right now is  positive.
“I see a lot of great 
things in store for 2024,” 
he said “� ere’s more 
coming out later this 
year. I know we’ll keep 
working away and we 
just plan to just keep on 
trucking!”

   $36 Million Pike County Project  . . . . . . . . .  continued from page 18
In addition to the distillery, the company will add 
a rickhouse (a 17th century term for a whiskey 
storage enclosure) , restaurant, museum, and 
welcome center.
Shannon and Kendall Wright have a unique ap-
proach to their bourbon production.  � e distilled 
beverage will be stored under a large mountain in 
what was once a huge coal mine with a network 
of mine sha� s lined with rock walls le�  over from 
the mining days.
Kendall Wright observed, “We are respecting our 

heritage. My family were all coal miners.”
� e old coal mine operated 33 years until it was 
closed in 1946.
� e main distillery building has a design that will 
make it look like a coal tipple, which was the major 
transfer point of coal mined into rail cars or trucks.
� e Wright Distilling Company is turning out their 
whiskey with the help of barrels they have bought 
from other distillers. � ey are intent on building 
their brand in the bourbon industry,

more on page 38
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     26-year-old Dalton Kiser from Carter 
County who is happy to bring stories and tunes 
about his life’s experiences from right here 
in Eastern Kentucky, that sums up Dalton Kis-
er and his band, � e Downwind.
    Kiser and his passion for telling the story of 
his native Appalachian region, and strives to bring 
the real people and places to life for his listeners.
    Kiser says, “I come from a place where folks go 
to church on Sunday, and your area code is a real 

part of your identity.”
    He points out the most important day of 
the year where he comes from is the � rst 
day of Muzzleloader season.
His songs remain true to his background and 
varied life’s experiences.
    Dalton Kiser is an original, and he wants 
his work to be clear product of this region 
where people are hard working and live by the 
great traditions of Eastern Kentucky. 

Dalton kiser, a ha� y music man and entertainer
   out �  Carter County,  

week he got a call from the American Idol 
producers asking if he was “ready to go 
to Nashville.”
He continued on in the competition until he 
got cut during Hollywood Week. His time on 
the program was spent in Nashville playing 
for the judges.

He is playing in area clubs and bars, and says he 
has started writing songs, and has enough to put 
out an album.
He is also working toward a career as a pipe� tter 
at a Carter County vocational school. He is de� -
nitely covering all his bases. 
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Carter County High School Student Competed in American Idol’s Season 21



Bluegrass Entertainment Among Friends at Meadowgreen 
from  page  31 
roe, Ralph Stanley,the Osborne Brothers, 
Jimmy Martin, Keith Whitley, J. D. Crowe 
and other household names have appeared at 
Meadowgreen.
       3rd Tyme Out, Larry Sparks , C. J. the DJ, 
Lost and Found, Doyle Lawson, Paul Williams, 
Larry Cordle and many others are planning on 
doing a show this year.
 “I’ve had this for seven years now,” 
Wasson said. “When I was just 16 years old, 
I remember helping with the outdoor festivals, 
and o� en ran sound.”
 Wasson played with J. D. Crowe and the 
New South from 1998 until Crowe’s death in 
2022.
               J. D. was familiar with Clay City be-

            “J. D. was familiar with Clay City, be-
cause his grandparents lived here and he visited 
frequently as a boy and young man,” Wasson 
stated. “He was my hero and best friend . I miss 
him every day.”
             Crowe was a legendary banjo player 
who is credited with boosting the musical 
career of Keith Whitley and Ricky Skaggs. 
              For every show, fans can dine on soup 
beans, cornbread, and fried potatoes. 
              � is summer, the Crowe Fest in hon-
or of J. D. Crowe will happen August 22, 23, 
and 24.
               15 bands in all will perform, and 
there will be a reunion of New South, along 
with performances by Paul Williams and 
Doyle Lawson.
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THE BROTHERS’ CONCEPT FOR THE MAIN 
DISTILLERY BUILDING IS DESIGNED TO RE-
MIND VISITORS OF A COAL TIPPLE, OR LOAD-
ING CENTER FOR A TYPICAL COAL MINE. 

By storing bourbon in an old mine, the 
Wrights hope to take advantage of the stable 
temperature of around 60 degrees, unwav-
ering humidity, and dependable air � ow.
Shannon Wright pointed to the company’s 
concrete division that has worked in several 
mines around the globe.
“We are taking what we have learned from 
the mining industry and combining it with 
our distillery experience,” he said.
Tony Tackett, Pike County Tourism direc-
tor, says “We are thrilled to have this project 
underway. � e plans are to incorporate this 
future attraction into the Pike County trail 
system and the Hat� ed & MoCoy Trail.” 

 Swi�  claimed to have preceded Daniel Boone as 
an explorer of Kentucky.
      Swi�  � rst arrived in the region in 1760, and 
according to an article in Harper’s magazine in
1886. � e article suggested he had secretly stashed 
a lot of silver treasure in at least six special loca-
tions in close proximity to the actual location of his 
fabled silver mine.
      Some have concluded he was everything from a 
murderer, a government agent, a pirate, or just an 
unfortunate man whose onset of blindness ended 
all his plans to reclaim his riches.
       In Swi� ’s time, the Indians had mined silver, 
and smelted coin stock, which is what Swi�  and 
his partners were doing before they hid it away, 
planning to return and haul it all back east. 
       In today’s tech-driven world and social media 
conversations, it has been acknowledged that the 
true north pole location on a compass has varied 
slightly since records were kept in 1866. � is phe-
nomenon has actually caused a variance of 10-15 
miles for a location since Jonathan Swi� ’s maps 
were drawn up around 1761.
       Some have researched all of the bu� alo traces, 
pioneer trails, and creek and river passages  as they 
assemble data on where to search for this buried 
and hidden treasure.
       Swi�  was believed to have converted his silver 
findings into coins worth a sizable fortune. � ere 
are thought to be � ve or six speci� c hiding places 
somewhere in the middle Appalachians.
       Some of his deathbed words encouraged those 
closest to him to locate his lost fortune.
        “Its near a peculiar rock. Boys don’t ever stop 
looking for her. Its the richest thing I ever saw”.
         Each year in Wolfe County, Kentucky, there 
is a Swi�  Silver mine festival in the county seat of 
Campton, where locals believe the mine may be lo-
cated. Some think the strongest clue might be how 
the area was named Swi�  Creek many years ago. 
        Folksre still looking today…in eastern Ken-
tucky, and three other states.

Pike County Project.......

� e Durable Mystery of the 
 Long Lost Swi�  Silver Mine 

   our website is:                                    
www.countrymusichighway.com 
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for Ricky       for Ricky       
  Skaggs,   Skaggs, 
    a 70th     a 70th 
      Birthday      Birthday
        is coming         is coming 
           July 18           July 18

Ricky Skaggs is one of the orginal superstars from 
the Country Music Highway.  � is year, on July 18, 
he will celebrate his 70th birthday.
Skaggs began playing his mandolin by age 5, and 
by age 6 he was playing on stage with other accom-
plished musicians.
He grew up in the Lawrence County community of 
Cordell, just a short distance from Blaine.
A� er this child prodigy turned seven he had played 
onstage with Bluegrass legend Bill Monroe, on the 
Grand Ole Opry stage in Nashville, and on the very 
popular TV show hosted by Lester Flatt and Earl
Scruggs.
As a few more years passed,  Skaggs became pro� -
cient on the � ddle and guitar.

As a teenager Skaggs became friends with another 
CountryMusic Highway future superstar, Elliot
County’s Keith Whitley.
It was 1970 when Skaggs and Whitley began a 
professional musical career, by joining the band of 
Ralph Stanley.
In 1973, he departed Stanley’s band and was 
associated with major Bluegrass performers like J. 
D. Crowe and the New South, � e Country Gen-
tlemen, and Boone Creek, a band he personally 
formed.
By 1977 until around 1980, he became associat-
ed with Emmylou Harris and her Hot Band. � is 
helped him get noticed by Epic Records, where he 
secured a contract in 1980.
This was followed by a rapid-� re string of 
number one country hits, and by 1982, Skaggs 
became an o�  cial member of the Grand Ole 
Opry. He soon accumulated eleven Grammy 
Awards and was the Country Music Associa-
tion’s Entertainer of the Year in 1985.
In the 90s, Skaggs continued to cling to his love of 
traditional Bluegrass music.
He is considered as a creative and versatile per-
former who can � t in to any genre, hence his two 
acclaimed collaborations with rock pianist and 
singer Bruce Hornsby. � e � rst was released in 
2007 and the second e� ort came out in 2013.
Skaggs organized his current band Kentucky � un-
der, and they have been playing together ever since.
� is solid Bluegrass sound earned Skaggs and 
Kentucky � urnder six Grammy Awards spanning 
1998 thru 2008.
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BUFFETS FOR LUNCH AND DINNER,  BUFFETS FOR LUNCH AND DINNER,  
HIBACHI, SUSHI, DESSERTS AND MORE!HIBACHI, SUSHI, DESSERTS AND MORE!

   Weddington Square Pikeville Ky 321 Paintsville Glyn View Plaza Prestonsburg

244 Cassidy Blvd.  Pikeville Near Wal Mart US 23 Louisa 321 North Paintsville

A WARM  A WARM  
WELCOME WELCOME 

IS WAITING IS WAITING 
HERE, AND A HERE, AND A 

SUPER MEAL!SUPER MEAL!


