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Not many small towns boast one of the World’s most advanced 
planetariums, a state park, national battlefield, roaming elk, 
premiere performance venues, and musical legends. Yet, welcome 
to Prestonsburg. From moonshine to music and memory making 
mountains, go ahead and let yourself say yes to adventure.

ADVENTURE
APPALACHIAN

Country Music Highway Adds Another Superstar, Noah Thompson 
  Noah Thompson first wound up on TV because 
a good friend felt strongly he just might win as an 
American Idol contestant if he would just give it a 
shot. 

 That friend, Arthur Johnson, was proven right, as 
Thompson grabbed the top price in the 2022 sea-
son of American Idol. His ascension in the music 

continued to Page 11

We’re So Glad You’re Here  
or Plan to Visit Soon!

 If it touches tourism 
and any of our visitors, 

we are there to help 
100 percent!

Here Are
Our Localities
Who Have 
Issued  A 
Special  
 
Invitation
To Visit in  
 
2023!

You’ll Be So Glad You Did!!
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#1 BEST 
SOUTHERN 
SMALL TOWN

- USA TODAY

DiScOvER MORE AT viSiTMAYSviLLE.cOM
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MountainMemories! Wish you
were here!

P: 606.573.4495 E: HARLANTOURISM@GMAIL.COM 

Portal 31 Mine TourWe went underground!

Black Mountain Offroad Park!

Black Mounta
in Thunder Zi

pline!

So fun!

ELCOME TO HARLAN COUNTY! WHERE THE WADVENTURE BEGINS! IN HARLAN COUNTY 
YOU CAN LITERALLY SEE KENTUCKY FROM

TOP TO BOTTOM. VISIT THE HIGHEST PEAK IN KY
AT BLACK MOUNTAIN OR GO UNDERGROUND ON AN
ANIMATRONIC MINE TOUR AT PORTAL 31. VISIT

KENTUCKY'S HIGHEST, FASTEST, AND
LONGEST ZIP LINE AT BLACK MOUNTAIN
THUNDER OR GO OFFROAD AND CLIMB
MOUNTAINS AT BLACK MOUNTAIN OFFROAD

ADVENTURE PARK. WHILE
YOU'RE HERE BE SURE TO VISIT
OUR NEWEST DOWNTOWN
ATTRACTION IN HARLAN COUNTY
AT THE HARLAN COUNTY BEER COMPANY.
WHETHER YOUR ADVENTURE INVOLVES
THRILLSEEKING OR JUST SEEKING TO
RECONNECT WITH THE MOUNTAINS, HARLAN
HAS MOUNTAIN MEMORIES WAITING FOR YOU.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CALL
AND START PLANNING YOUR

ADVENTURE IN HARLAN
COUNTY TODAY!

JUNE 1ST-3RDJUNE 1ST-3RD
FREE ADMISSION- FREE CONCERTS - FAMILY FUNFREE ADMISSION- FREE CONCERTS - FAMILY FUN COME ON DOWN TO HARLAN, KY THE 1ST FULL

WEEKEND OF JUNE. FOR THE POKE SALLET
FESTIVAL! YOU'LL FIND LIVE MUSIC, CAR SHOW,
FOOD, VENDORS, A PET SHOW, A 5K, MISS HARLAN
COUNTY PAGEANT, A CARNIVAL, NATIONALLY
TOURING ACTS, & SO MUCH MORE! VISIT
POKESALLETFESTIVAL.COM FOR MORE INFO.



Enjoy our majestic, panoramic
nationally renowned  

“Grand Canyon Of The South”

ENJOY CAMPING ROCK  
CLIMBING, HORSEBACK  

RIDING, HIKING, FISHING  
AND BIRDWATCHING.  
OUTDOOR FUN AND  

ADVENTURE IS ALL AROUND  
AT THE BREAKS

  Up in the mountains of Virginia and Ken-Up in the mountains of Virginia and Ken-
tucky is where uncommon history,  tucky is where uncommon history,  
heritage, and heart welcome. you!heritage, and heart welcome. you!

  
Come enjoy the 2023 Tri-State Gospel Come enjoy the 2023 Tri-State Gospel 
Sing Saturday, September 2, Sunday, Sing Saturday, September 2, Sunday, 
September 3 at 9:00 a.m. thru 8:00 September 3 at 9:00 a.m. thru 8:00 
p.m and Monday, September 5 from p.m and Monday, September 5 from 

8:00 a.m thru 5:00 p.m. at the  8:00 a.m thru 5:00 p.m. at the  
amphitheater on Labor Day Weekend!amphitheater on Labor Day Weekend!

  
  

We present old-time traditional  We present old-time traditional  
bluegrass programs monthlybluegrass programs monthly

ENJOY CAMPING, ROCK CLIMBING ENJOY CAMPING, ROCK CLIMBING   
HORSEBACK RIDING, HIKING,HORSEBACK RIDING, HIKING,
FISHING AND BIRDWATCHING.FISHING AND BIRDWATCHING.
OUTDOOR FUN AND AVENTUREOUTDOOR FUN AND AVENTURE

IS ALL AROUND AT THE BREAKS.IS ALL AROUND AT THE BREAKS.

For information please call  
276-865-4413 or visit our  

website at www.breakspark.com

world makes him the latest bright spot in the on-
going parade of country entertainers coming out of 
Eastern Kentucky, and the Country Music Highway.
   After his hard fought win on network TV, his 
first single was "One Day Tonight". which rose 
to No. 2 on the Canadian iTunes chart in May 
of 2022.  This first song climbed all the way 
to the top of the iTunes hit list in the U. S. A.  
   He has relocated to Nashville, Tennessee earli-
er this year as his career options have blossomed. 
   He messaged his Instagram fans that he is liv-
ing in a new house in Nashville and is pleased 
“everything is coming together, and he is 
looking forward to getting back out on the 
road and giving his fans some new music.” 
   Recently Noah Thompson and his runner up 
on season 20 of Idol have been performing to-
gether in Nashville.  One important show they 
did together was at the Skydeck on Broadway. 
In this performance, aired on March 23 on Amer-
ican Idol,  the duo allowed singing sensation and 
current American Idol contestant, Mariah Faith 
of South Carolina, to sing for the Skydeck crowd. 
    The man who stepped forward and signed 
Noah up for the TV auditions even though the 
future Idol winner was not completely with the 
plan is a 31-year-old  fellow musician and a 
co-worker.  Thompson was a construction work-
er prior to his foray into the big time, He and 
his best friend Arthur Johnson actually played 
acoustic sets together in the area’s bars and clubs 
earlier on. 
     Johnson accompanied Noah to the televised com-
petitions that started in Austin, Texas. He said neither 
he or Noah knew very much about what was ahead.

Noah Thompson Is Getting It Done 
From Page 3

Tyler Booth Has Found  
His Niche in Nashville

   Tyler Booth is a singer and songwriter from 
Wolfe County, and has climbed the ladder of suc-
cess in the music business, joining the parade of 
talented performers with roots here in Eastern 

continued on Page 20





visitwolfecounty.com

Wolfe Lake                WOLFE  LAKE             WOLFE  LAKE 

      UNDERGROUND  KAYAKING

        SKY  BRIDGESKY  BRIDGE

SWIFT SILVER MINE  FESTIVAL
           LABOR DAY   GRASS AND ROOTS FESTIVALGRASS AND ROOTS FESTIVAL

     OCTOBER      OCTOBER   

 You’ve Found it!   The Place To Be!!  You’ve Found it!   The Place To Be!!  
Wolfe CountyWolfe County



                  Red Rive
         Adventure Cap

1-844-254-6244  Call for hours! 
693 Natural Bridge Road 

An adventure like no other! By tour boat, or kayak, a must is  a trip  
through the Gorge Underbround, where the temperature is always a  
balmy 55 degrees. See all the sights inside our 100-year-old flooded  
mine. 
Professional guides take you through and show you around for about  
an hour, year round,  rain or shine! All equipment is provided.  
Reservations are recommended. 

r Gorge   
ital of Kentucky

Red RiverRed River
Gorge Gorge 

Cabin RentalsCabin Rentals
70 Cabins70 Cabins

Cabins accommodate between 2-18 peopleCabins accommodate between 2-18 people
8 miles from Natural Bridge State Park 8 miles from Natural Bridge State Park 

Only minutes from Red River Gorge Only minutes from Red River Gorge 
Redrivergorgecabinrentals.comRedrivergorgecabinrentals.com  

           Zip Lines 

 
Directions from I-64 near Lexington: 
Take Exit 98 for the Bert T. Combs Mountain 
Parkway...Take Exit 33 for Ky. 11 toward  
Slade/Beattyville....Turn right on Ky. 11,  
follow 11 South for 8.4 miles....Turn left on Ky. 
715 North...Take the third right onto Cliffview 
Rd....Take the first left onto Eagle Ridge Road.

Call 844-MY-CABIN (844-692-2246  or  606-668-3272Call 844-MY-CABIN (844-692-2246  or  606-668-3272
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Kentucky.  
   Tyler Booth was performing on the road with Kid 
Rock in 2020, racking up Tik Tok views in excess 
of 100,000.
    The 26-year-old calls Campton his home town, 
and got an early boost when he was awarded a mu-
sic scholarship from Morehead State University. He 
was enthusiastically supported by a music teacher 
at the college and went on to ink a major recording 
deal with Sony in 2020.
    His deep voice and preference for honky tonk 
styled songs have seen him draw a comparison 
with superstars like Randy Travis, Alan Jackson, or 
Josh Turner. He earned these distinctions from the 
contents of his “Grab The Reins” 2021 EP. 
    He recently released  “Bring On The Neon” about 
the rigors of being on the road and the sacrifices it  
demands. 
     Country superstar Jamey Johnson co-wrote this 

latest hit, along with Tyler, and  Jeremy Popoff. 
     Booth started his first tour as the headliner last 
October, and his route included stops in Louis-
ville and Lexington. 
     Booth made an appearance at Appalachia 
Rises in 2022.  The concert was organized to help 
with the flood relief from the devastation left be-
hind by flooding in July that impacted Southeast 
Kentucky. T. Graham Brown, Halfway to Hazard 
and Taylor Austin Dye performed at the  Come 
Hell or High Water  Flood Relief Benefit Show at 
the Mountain Arts Center in Prestonsburg. 

From Page 11

Wolfe County’s Tyler Booth 
Is Making Waves    FIND US ON 

 FACEBOOK  OR 
 INSTAGRAM 

Find complete information at

visitwestliberty.comvisitwestliberty.com

Its the third year for the Mountain Grrl Experi-
ence, an award winning collaboration among a 
host of talented performers and artists from the 
Eastern Kenucky region.  The event has as a main 
goal of raising funds for Turning Point Domes-
tic Violence Services in Pike County’s domestic 
abuse shelter. Last year, $3000.00 was raised, 
and again this year, the resources will be ap-
plied to materials used in music and art therapy. 
    In the latest information for the June  15,16, 
and 17 celebration of mainly talented  females, 
Country Superstar Rebecca Lynn Howard , winner 
of two Grammys and s twice-nominated country 
singer by the Academy of Country Music, will be 
s key participant.
    June 15th, the first night, will be Bluegrass 
Night.  The event will be at the Mountain Top 

Continued on Pg. 26

Help For Appalachian Women Is
Focus Of The Mt. Grrl Experience



22

Page 23



24

                    FACEBOOK.COM/PAINTSVILLEADVENTURES

                               1-800-542-5792

Kaye Savage Browning
Art In Miniature Results In
Governor’s Arts Award For
Maysville’s Kaye Browning

Maysville Voted Best 
Small Town in U. S. A,

Knott Co. Spring Trail Ride is 
First Thurs., Fri., and Sat. in May 

    Kaye Savage Browning is an 
accomplsihed advocate for 
the arts. At the Maysville Ky. 
Gateway Museum Center, she  
display an impressive group of 
miniature (1/12 scale) items. 
     She grew up in Maysville

Continued to Page 27

USA Today asked their readers to 
help identify the Best Southern 
Small Town and the winner was 
the historic Mason County seat, 
Maysville. The announcement of 
the award was on March 3, 2023. 
       Maysville is an extremely old 
Kentucky town, having hosted 
legendary pioneers many times 
over. Daniel Boone, Simon Ken-
ton, and Lewis and Clark were in 
that number.
       For those planning a trip to 
the #1 Best Southern Small Town, 
Tourism Director Katelyn Bailey 
says, “We offer the perfect get-
away for families, couples, and 
friends interested in history, 
charm, and entertainment.” 
       History credits Maysville 

More on Pg. 31 More on Page 27

   A favorite event in Eastern Kentucky has been 
the bi-annual Knott County Trail Ride, sched-
uled for the first full weekend of May and again 
in late summer during the first full weekend of 
October.
    The event offers plenty of trails and room to 
ride, with an emphasis on horseback adventure 
coupled with a horse show and even a race or 
two.
    The location is the Mine Made Adventure 
Park at Leburn, Ky, about 5 miles north of the 
Knott County seat of Hindman.  The park is just 
a few miles off Ky. 80, and was built on re-
claimed mining property on the mountaintops.   
     Early May and early October, horse owners 
and equestrian enthusiasts fill up the wide 
expanse to take advantage of food booths, 
live music on stage, in addition to making new 
friends and talking about and seeing great 
horses and several wagons and buggies.



     In the storied coal town of Wayland in southwest 
Floyd County, big plans have been set in motion 
for major upgrades to an historic gymnasium that 
was once the home base high school for Kentucky’s 
highest scoring basketball player, the legendaryKing 
Kelly Coleman.
     He owned the record for several decades for 
the most points scored in a single high school 
basketball game. 
     Four-term Wayland Mayor Jerry Fultz is excited  
about remodeling and additions that have already  

Stage and features free admission. Starting every-
thing off at 6 p.m. it is the duo Good Ground, next 
at 7 p.m. it is another duo, the Price Sisters.  At 8 
p.m., Coaltown Dixie will sing, and the evening 

wraps up when Kelly Caldwell takes the stage 
at 9 p.m. She will be accompanied by the Dean 
Osborne Band.
     The entertainers in addition to Rebecca Lynn 
Howard include Bee Taylor, Chelsea Nolan, 
Luna and the Mountain Jets, Bek and the Star-
light Revue, Coaltown Dixie, The Price Sisters, 
Building Rockets, Sarah Kate Morgan & Megan 
Gregory, Zoe Howard & Yellowstone, Emily 
Jamerson, Kelly Caldwell, Tia Woods, Mady 
Goins, Brittany Avery Mullins, Them Lasses, 
and Good Ground.
      Artisans, workshops, artists under 17 years of 
age, demonstrations, and artisan vendors will be 
available and ongoing.
      Official mission statement for the Mountain 
Grrl Experience is “to help Appalachian Women 
in need, and to be a female run festival raising 
money for women in need.”

continued from page 21

Continued to Page 27

Appalachian Women Assemble for A Major Late Spring  
Event To Assist Other Mountain Women June 15-17

Coal Town’s Historic Gym Gets  
New Life Amid Renovations

if you ever lose this magazine
you can still find it and view 
every page ONLINE AT:

COUNTRYMUSIC
HIGHWAY.COM 

 been made to the original gymnasium adjacent to 
the old Wayland High School, and is pushing for 
important improvements still to come.  
        Plans for the Wayland High School gym, built 
in 1927 have brought it up to standards for public 
gatherings.
        The gym will be used for public events, sport-
ing events, festivals, and music shows.
        In February of 2023, a historic throwback 
game was played at the gym, with two teams from 
the modern era “replaying” one of the old rivalries
from the 50s.
        The Floyd County Central team suited up 
in uniforms copied from the old Wayland Wasps 
once led by King Kelly, and the opponents were 
from Knott County Central, wearing uniforms of 
the old Hindman Yellow Jackets.
        Fults said it was wonderful to hear the whistle 
blow, sneakers squeaking on the floor for the first  
time in 52 years.
         A two-story addition is planned for the 
building that will have an elevator, walking track 
and access to a new balcony.

From previous page 
First Game in 52 Years Is a Sellout

A HAPPY ENDING INDEED!  THESE DESCENDANTS OF THE 
HATFIELDS AND MCCOYS ARE GETTING ALONG JUST FINE 
THESE DAYS.
CHECK OUT MORE INFORMATION AT TOURPIKECOUNTY.
COM



2590 RICHMOND STREET
MT. VERNON KY 40456

Honoring Kentucky's Rich Musical Heritage

MONTHLY
CONCERTS

GIFT SHOP &
MUSEUM

TOUR GROUP
DISCOUNTS

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT US:

606-256-1000 kentuckymusichalloffame
www.kentuckymusichalloffame.com

Over 60 Kentuckians in all music
genres are celebrated with historic

displays & interactive exhibits for all
ages. From Loretta Lynn to Backstreet
Boys, there is something for everyone.
Check out our Facebook for upcoming

events & special exhibits.
 

 OPEN DAILY
10:00 AM to 6:00 PM (April - Nov)
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM (Dec - Mar)

Parker Hastings
2023 Artist in Residence

29
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Goodbye to Loretta, Tom T. and Naomi We’ll Miss You  
Greatly, Thanks For Leaving Us All Your Good Work

as the original spot where bourbon began, and is 
a small town that “lives big”.The oldest theatrical 
group in the Commonwealth, the Maysville Play-
ers, reside here. and the state basketball champions, 
the Mason County Royals.
     Nominees for the Small Town honor were 
chosen by a panel of travel experts and a com-
bination of editors and contributors from USA 
Today.   

From Page 27

 and was the recipient of the 2022 Governors 
School For The Arts Milner Award. She also cap-
tured the 2018 Buffulo Trace Community Leader-
ship Award for her work in promoting substantial 
tourism growth in the region. . 
      Today, the collection is considered one of the 
most renowned collections worldwide, featuring 
working miniature instruments and tools, replicas 
of Kentucky decorative arts, fully furnished hous-
es, roomboxes and vignettes representing historic 
structures and settings from around Kentucky 

 and the globe.  My passion for collecting high-
ly detailed 1/12 scale artistry has brought much 
joy to me over the years, and watching the 
joy that this collection brings to our museum 
visitors from 50 states and 37 countries is truly 
thrilling 
      While Browning’s world travels have in-
spired many exhibits, perhaps her most 
beloved are the three fine-scale buildings 
representing her hometown of Maysville: the 
Russell Theatre, Bethel Baptist Church and the 
Cox Building. 
       Browning is author of “Collectively Speak-
ing: My Passionate Pursuit of Miniatures,” Vol-
umes 1 and 2 and has been published in three 
languages. She is working on a third book and 
continues to be a popular subject of miniatures 
magazine articles, podcasts, and television 
broadcasts. Browning is married to her greatest 
supporter, Louis Browning. 
      As a young military wife, Kaye’s appreci-
ation of historical artwork was planted while 
living in Italy. She has resided in both Malta 
and Naples.

From Page 25

   `1932-20221932-2022 1946-20221946-2022

She Has Created Miniature Houses, Landmarks, Instruments, Tools, And They All Work!

Maysville Is  2023 Best  Small Town

1936-20211936-2021



BUFFETS FOR LUNCH AND DINNER,  BUFFETS FOR LUNCH AND DINNER,  
HIBACHI, SUSHI, DESSERTS AND MORE!HIBACHI, SUSHI, DESSERTS AND MORE!

   Weddington Square Pikeville Ky 321 Paintsville Glyn View Plaza Prestonsburg

244 Cassidy Blvd.  Pikeville Near Wal Mart US 23 Louisa 321 North Paintsville

A WARM  A WARM  
WELCOME WELCOME 

IS WAITING IS WAITING 
HERE, AND A HERE, AND A 

SUPER MEAL!SUPER MEAL!


